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How God had his way with our number one Haitian associate...
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On God's Agenda
How one man stayed on it

Joèl Cornet. Married with
three children. Our right
hand in Haiti for 16 years,
beginning as Manager of our
Orphanage 1999-2003.

Anyone who has been to Haiti with us or read our
newsletters for the past 16 years knows about Joèl.
People mistakenly thought he was our "hired driver"
but they soon realized he was the one who took care
of nearly everything for us in Haiti. He kept our
vehicles at his house in Jacmel, then would drive to
Port-au-Prince whenever we arrived either alone or
with a team. He'd arrange ministry in advance for us
under my direction. He was our most trusted friend
and true associate in ministry.
As a young man, Joèl was moving up in the soccer
world, and had potential to join the Haitian national
team. But the Lord spoke clearly to him and told him
that the lifestyle of a soccer player would draw him far
from God's plans for his life, and he left soccer to
simply seek the Lord and stay on whatever path God
would choose for him.
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Through the years, hearing me preach and teach on
revival countless times, Joèl became more spiritually
wise than most pastors. He became a trusted Elder in
his church, and as we would travel together I would
often see him talking individually to pastors and
leaders to further clarify what I was teaching. Joèl is a
deep worshipper and prayer warrior, and I always feel
safe and secure when with him; he is the most
trustworthy man I know in Haiti.
When we moved to Haiti, we weren't sure what to do
about Joèl. How we longed to have him at our side,
but there was no possibility to move his entire family
to Port-au-Prince and fund both house and schools for
them. So here we were living in Haiti but far from Joèl,
only seeing him occasionally if we needed his help
with a visiting mission team.
But God had a plan for Joèl. Only a couple blocks
from our house is an orphanage named Child Hope. It
is managed by a couple who have become very close
friends. They needed someone who could manage
some of the Haitian staff plus live with and mentor the
orphan boys. Today Joèl has that position; a full-time
job that I could never offer him, a much-increased
salary, and a spiritual ministry in which he can live out
all that he has received from us through our years
together. While the orphanage is preparing living
quarters for his entire family, Joèl works six days a
week and visits his family each weekend. Soon the
whole family will be here together, only two blocks
from us.
In the meantime, I have become the "pastor" for Child
Hope, leading a worship service each Saturday night
for kids and staff, plus a growing number of people
from the community who hear me sing and preach in
Creole and come to join the inspiration and prayer.
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We are believing God that He wants to raise
up revival right here in the zone in which we live
through a move of the Spirit at Child Hope. I will also
be leading a weekly meeting for worship leaders,
singers, and musicians on the orphanage grounds
that we pray will attract many others from a wider
area.
At the same time, Margie is beginning to teach the
younger children who have special needs in the
orphanage, while also starting a "bakery" program for
some of the older ones who are getting ready to leave
the orphanage (Haitian law says they cannot stay
after turning 18).
So God simply re-arranged a few things while giving
Joèl a ministry of his own and still preserving our unity
and closeness. Isn't He amazing?
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